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November 15, 1866

Holland, Michigan

Albertus C. Van Raalte made an appeal on this date to the readers of De Hope to be
concerned for the needs of Dutch people migrating to America.
Contributions may be sent to Rev. [John Mason?] Ferris at 103 Fulton St., New York.

In Dutch. Translation by Simone Kennedy.

Original in the archives of Hope College, Joint Archives of Holland, at Hope College.

1866, November 15

Translation by Simone Kennedy, 12/16/97

De Hope, 15 November 1866: "Emigration"
De Hope: 15 november 1866: "Landverhuizing"

To the emigrants in the Netherlands and to the American Dutch!
We have asked De Hope to publish the following letters, so that the people
in the Netherlands will know what the civil government in this country does to
facilitate matters for emigrants; and that the Holland Calvinist Church in New
York joins this effort with work of love. This may encourage the emigrants. For
further encouragement I can add that I recently heard from an emigrant who had
just arrived that they were supported and helped in every way, so that, in their
words, "a child could make the trip." I also would like to tell the American
Dutch, who have all experienced the difficulties of being a stranger in a strange
land and have learned to value the friendly support of Christians after arrival in
this country, that I already know the fruits of the work of love for the emigrants
done by the Holland Church. For this reason I would like to invite you to set
aside some money and send it to the Rev. Ferris, Fulton Street, No. 103, New
York, to offer strangers friendly, compassionate and supportive help. God looks
and cares for the strangers, us to an example.
Your Dr. and Friend
A. C. Van Raalte
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